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REMARKS /AR GUMENTS 

The claims are 25-7R, 31 , 32,:S(S-4G, 42, 44, 47 and 48. 
Claims 45 and 4b have been rewritten." as new claims 40 and 4/, 
respectively, to inprove their formi .Accordingly, claims 45 and 46 
he.™ hft*n canceled, and claims 25-23V 31, 32, 36-40 and 44 have 
been amended to depend ua new claim -.48. Claim jap has a-so been 
amended to improve its form ami Lu, incorporate .the subject master 
of claim 41. Accordingly, claim 41" has been canceled. Claims 30, 
33-35 and 43 have also been canceled, and claim 42 lias been amended 
Lo improve its form. Support for 'the claims may be found, inLer 
alia, in Uih disclosure at pagepl»^lincs 2-12; pags\5A lines 
page^j line 15 to page \^ 1 int=St page lines 3 12; pago jfij 
' " lino 3 to page 11, ling 3; in original uldims 1, 2, 7* 8,^J.-, 14 

and 15; and in FIG. J. Reconsideration Is flxpi-essly requested. 

'"^ claims 25-20 and 30 46 were r ejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, 

first paragi-dii>i as failing to comply with the written description 
requirement. Specif leal 1 y, the Examiner stated that there was no 
support for tne limitations recited J n cldiws 45-4G, that the flat 
; display acrccr. is divided into a plurality of jiteds via software, 

with said plurality of areas relating to said at IhhsL une 
l.r-Anaparent region, and oaid plurality of areas simultaneously 
dyiiciuilr.:Hl ly indicating different functional conditions of a 

• ; connected device dividing the flat .display into a plurality of 

" ' ditierent areas witli & commercial Yy; available software* 

■ • * 

- 6 - » 

jc - K yatcai'AWM* t tyinMmentaisni tfta rmJLw^i . ; 

' ■* • > « 
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"n response, Applicant has rewritten claims 45-46 as new 
claims 48 and 47, respectively, to^i'mprnvw i-heir fonti and to more 
clearly recite the invention. These- claims generally correspond 
with the main claims allowed by th6, European Pate nt Ottice in the 
corresponding European patent application (copy attached) > It is 


respsctfully requeal^d Ibetl Ll-ese *nflw claims be entered in pl&ce of 

; • " c 

claim 45 and 46 as it is believed that they are fully siipportftrl in 
the opecitication tor the following reasons. 


An nhI Car 7.^ in new claims 47 and 40/ Applicant' 3 invention 
provides a method for represeuLiny ;«t su r Cac& and a device for use 
with a commercially available,- i.e\ standard, flat display, which 
couples an at least: partially-transparent attachment in front of 
the standard display. A3 discussed 'at paqc 1 of the specification, 
t-'-i* dftvir.e and method create a surface, that integrates both 
switching /con*. rolling elejTiceni. s in a 'graphical representation ar.d 
ths circuit conditions within any desired process. As d 1 -st :ns.s*rl on 
oagT~lT^of the specification, the a£t;achiTient or add-on componenl 
receives 0 switching/controlling element that, when actuated, ■ 
triggers a function, and is capable .of ettccting a aaspiay on the 
display screen. As discussed at page- 7 of the ■> specif ication, 
- » , cxntmiercidlly dvdildble sullwate can.Joe used to generate graphics on 

Thfi r!i «*pl ay scrppn in radial relatJ-pn Lo Llie currespuiiding 
switching/controlling elements, an'd^to display • t^B giver «wi i.cliing 
/ state when the switching/controlling elements are actuated, as 

' . diccucscd at pages lO-ll of the specsif ication, commercially 

\q • K Vaitiaiwaau r (puirAmenaaxc Alia llmi prpd * ^, " 
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available operating systems such as, : for example Microsoft Windows 
cr Apple DOS, may be used to represent all control functions in the 
Tumi of high-resolution graphics in! color on a commercially 
available cathode-ray display screen; or .1 iqu i d-c":ryatfi1 display 
screen. 

The written description of "thje invention under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 11?, firsl. pHT^grAnh, need only be. ir. such full, clear, concise 
and exact terms as tc enable any person skilleil in l.Vift Art to make 
and usg the inven-ion. It is respectfully submitted thaL one of 
ordinary skill in the art upon reading Applicant's disclosure would 
knov; how to divide a standard scrcpn or commercially-available flat 
display using commercially available; standard software, such a3 
MicrusuCt. Wi jit.k>w>? or Apple DOS npefr At i n g systems, in order to 
represent control functions, for example, in Lhe form lvC )i i.yh 
resaluticr. graphics in eclor in at lie'asr one area of the flat 
display and arranqe those graphics;* if'adially relative to the 
3witching/controiling element integrated in the attachment coupled 
in front of the cormercially-avail^ble flat display > Accordingly, 
il is fH.sjiHcl fully nuIjum I |-ftd t^At nfiw claims 47 and 4B fully comply 
with § 112, and Apolicanl requeyls- £haL L>:e ryjeui inn mi l.liis lias "is 
be withdrawn, - ' 

In addition, ir. the final Office Action, the Examiner reiected 

claims 25 2S, 28, 30 43, and 45-4S : iihder 35 U.S.C. S 103(a) ao • 

being unpatentable over Jaegrer et ai-. Patent Wo. 5,541,429 in 

*• 

** • 
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view q± Jaeger U.S. Patent Wo. 5,97&,955. The remaining claim3, 
Claims 27 and 44 , were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) a* being 
unpatentable over Jaeger '420, Jacgfer f <?55 and 'further in view r.,r 
7,fiV7n er U.S. Patent No. C,154;;2pi, 

Essentially, the Examiner's pjpait.Lon was (1) that Jaeger '428 
discloae3 Applicant ' s device and method except .for a plurality of 
• - areas simultaneously dynamicall y ind icating different function*! 

c:oiidiLiuus of a connected device r , 'fZj that Jaeger '955 discloses 
indicating di - ferenl. funuLional conditions on areas of the display 
screen and (3) that in would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the Jz4ger '428 device 1.0 provide 
vicuolly feedback tor the operator. r ' The Levin et a7. pa-«ni. is 
cited a3 simply ohowinq the use ofc ; 'jin LED display or a gas plasma 
■ ';. • display. The Examiner has also indicated that .Applicant 's 

argunipnts filed in Lhe Amendment on , April 17 , 2003 are not 
persuasive because, jntnr Uliei features upon which Applicant 

. ; relies are not recited in the rejected claims. 

This rejection is respectfully 'traversed. 

As set forth in the claims. Applicant's invention provides a 
method *nd a device In which commercially-available or standard 
■ * components are used to construct a useful diid simple device in" 

wnich separate controlling element s ..placed in front of d normal 
- ■ * screen or monitor can be used to control the flat display l.o 

it-itWC*(t*ift4cv i muiuuiiKinieni Ate i\*mwpa - - • 
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(jenerdLtf graphical areas on the screen which dynamically indicate 
different fnrr.fi onal sLaLes of a connected device at the same time, 
in this way, by me^ns of a simple attachmeuL, a standard flat 
display may be simply and readily programmed to indicate dil£*e/:enl 
functional states or conditions uairig well-known commercially- 
available software* 



Kona of the prior art cited by- 4. he FxHminfir discloses or 
suqqcGto the use of an 1 attachment witti separate controllin g 
elements put in front of a normal &«reen which can i?e programmed 

I | - III M I I I '"" " ^ "' "~" Tm "*'"' ~ ^ "' ' 

with a commercially-available software, where "commercially" means 
no!, i.n rf hpec-Iic s hop or f irm and not for__a_a?ecific apparatus. 
In other words,, conmeruie* 1 \y-n vh 1 lj-tirlft software means standard 
commercially-available software spch as MicruawfL Windows or 003 
ana not specially designed so-tware Of a certain company for a 
certain apparatus* 

TIih .7*H0«r '423 patent fails >t"o show or suggest the specific 
structure or method steps r;wt:i ■j-tj Applicant's claims and nowhere 
teaches the benefits arising from a >imple aL Ldchutenl ti.sirg 
standard software to program a standard flat screen. The 
tra^arer^covcr~pl^ 28 in bTu. 3 "of^Segdr ~*~428 is part of a 
complicated screen and has a dificrent tunction from that of the 
present, invention. In Jaeger, the switching or control elements 
h r'R []; rw:i ly i h I.hcj ratacl into the glass panel of the display* which 
makes an ?££ o/;L- i.ni hus i »/h «ih3 cumpl leafed production technique 
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necessary and Is tb«r«rcue expensive: , Such a configuration of the 
interface ot a display furthermore ^e^ir egjiispl&y apccitic^ 
software, which brings significant : disadvanl_dige5 with it, as 
compared with the present invention, >hich uses- r.nnmiercially 
dvdilrthle software. The 3amc is true with respect to thR JxxtjeL 
'955 parent which, like Jaeger '428, ;io technically complicated and 
has significant disadvantages fur 'ieasons of price, operational 
reliability, and degrees of familiarity, da compared with a 
commercially-available software, with which thR u.hhc will 
definitely be confrontccTwh.cn selecting a device, and wil 1 make a 
correspond"! rg decision. In a normal; case, one using the Jaeger 
devices will hdVH 1.0 first learn afld.,practiccj5he device-specific 
software individual sbCl^re, while' the commercially-available 
software is. alroady known in most p# : $ft.s rand can be reliably 
operated, and the user can refer bac'k to widespread expedience 
which can significantly facilitate; ■ * purchase decision. Thesa 
unilH.n iable advantages as compared Jajefler's device represent 
objective evitiftnr.e of patentability aa the use of a completely 
,] separated attaehiiieiu 1 h front of a ; commercially-available screen or 

monitor to effect display of Lhe fictional conditions is nowhere 
diocloocd or suqqested in the Jaeger paten: a. 

The Levin et al. patent, like^thce Jaeger patents faiJs to 

tli.sr:1osft or suggest the generating o f a dynamical dis play of a 

: ' function*! cumHtion of a device usin g an add-on attachment in 

' ; ,% ' front of a stant^nl inr:nitor so th$t -commercially-available software 


11',.- 
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can qcncratc the functional display. Moreover, r,*vin teaches that 
the display can include a touch sensitive surface to allow a us*r 
U> him-.h displayed images directly; on the display, which is a 
disadvantage as discus* srl at pages'»3M of the specif icaticr. and is 
to be avoided in Applicant's im/Hnh^on - Thus, it is respectfully 
submitted that none ot the cited art- alone, or ir nombiiidLion, 
teaches the desirability af using cojAfliercially-available compnnwni.H 
to construct a useful and simple device as recited in Applicant's 
claims. Accordingly, i l. is respectfully submitted thai the 
independent claims 47 and 4 8 are. pj^LeuLdble over the cited 
rctcrcnccs and the dependent claims- .*re paLenLdblw for the same 
reasons. 


25-28, 31-32, 36 40. 42 and 44 have been 
amended, claims 47 and 4 8 1iav« hee^added and claims 30, 33-35, 41, 
43 and 45-46 have been canceled. In view of the foregoing, 
withdrawal of the final action and*, allowance uT this application 
arc respectfully requested. 


Respectfully submit 
THOMAS Kl&fZ <?CT) ' 


COLLARD b ROE, P.C, 

1077 Northern Boulcvarc 
RosLyn, New York 11576 x 
<51S) 365-9802 
FJD: ic 



Edward/ R.' Fseedm; 



g.No.22, 532 
Keg. No. 2 6,^0 4-8 


( * Pueedmafn, Keg.No.2 6^U4'« — 
t-j; Dorfchak, Req . No »(2S £ 2ytf _ 
eys for Applicant * *" 


CKRTTyiCftTE OF F^S^ T-fl 7mft yaMI9aiOW 

Fax No. 703 872 0315 

X hereby certify that this correspondence- irfS\b«ifly sent by 
facsimile transmission to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231, on Noven* 
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CLAIMS AL1#)WED IN 
CORRESPONDING EUROPEAN APPLICATION 
AND ENGLISH lljtANSLATION 
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AJctanaeichen: »!> 967 


NEUE P AY SWANS FBttCHE 

• 1* Verfahren £ur Darsvellunq- einer ';Ob,c,rtiache (D.miu air.Qia 
' , cjans oder teilweise durchsichtig.c.ji; 'Auxsatz d©r 

roiridestena ein el e:<tr Laches Schalc,-/ St suer element 
(3, 4, 5) aufwei3- und liber sincx flactugen Amaiga 
si.ios handel sub lichen Displays a'ngeordiiQt- isz, das 
coftwcrcmiiBig in niehrsre Bereiche |V, fl, 3: aufgeMil- 
ist; wovon mindccter.2 ein BcrcicfrU"7] radial 2um 
cicJttricchcn Schalt /Steuereleme'nt: {3, 4, S; ar.gaordnez 

* wird, dacurch g e k e nn-?,fi i.c H a c, diss 

- die sichtbaren 3wt«iche (7, BJ '"9) de* fiachigen 
Ar.zeige to) tciit: einer nance Isfiblichen Software 
exsteilt werden, wobei 

v>: ' - die einzRlnpn Rereiehe {7, 8 f glei-lueiLicj . 

. , ■ 'vwx&r.hiMtlHne FunJcrionszustande twiner angeschloasenen 
,'•.*. * Apparatur dynamise!: rfn/.nigen. 

' 2. Anordnung einss gan2 udftr tailweise durchaichtigen 

; ' • iufsatzes (2), der ciindeaLens eiiq < elektrisches' Schalt-/ 

Steuerelement (3, 4, 5) ?uJ!wei*t! unci Uber einer fl&chigen 
f . Anseige (6: eines handfllsoblichenV'Diisylcys, das 

softwaremaQig in meliiKiK Bereiche, -(7, 0, 9> aufcreteilt 
ist, aneeordnet ist, Kovon rainde&tens ein Bereich (7) 

• •• ■ J 
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radial zum elckcrischen scaalt-/^t:6Uereiement ('3; 4, S 
angeordnet 1st, d a c u r c h g ,e ?* « r. n - 
s e i c h n c ti class 

- die sichtbaren Bexeicnc "H, S ( ;>] dar fUrhigea 

' Aiueige (C) rtiit einer hondcistolishen So n ware 

programmiert werden; wobei '■ " f 

* •* * 

* die einzelner. ftetf.iche (7, 0« pi-, glcichzaitig 

verschiedene Funk. :.iuns zu 5 tandtf, £incr angescftlossener. 
Apper^iur dynamisch antigen - 

i. Ann-dnnng nach Anspiuuh 2. d a fl. d/r ff g e k a n - 
z e i c h n h dass die fl&chige';An=c;ge :65 '«A.-*a 
=0 eVirrni srhft NaLhodens.ifilUrohri iat, 

4. A.nordnvxG nflrh Anspruch 2, d d d. : a r c h g c k e ~ n 
zeichnQt, dass die riachi^Anzeige (S) eine LC> 

; An2eige 1st , 

5. Anordnung nach Anspruch 2, d a d. u r c h <? e k e r. a 

2 e i c h «l e rtass rtfir flachi^Anieiqe i6J 'cm* L£=- 
flr.zeige 1st . \- 

* * " L ' * 

Anordnung nach Anspruch 2 , rj a d: v> r c -i q c a e b n - 
7 e 1 c b n e t, dass rtifl flSchiye Anieiqe (6) cine 
?lasmarohrQ ist. 

1. ' Ancrdr.uno nach ^nspruch 2, H * df u' ; x c h ackenn- 
7 e .1 c h n e t, :iass der A;ifs»t<2^'{2) eine flSchige 
Abd«i:kiir'.y tiArsl.wl.il.. 
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* i 


9. toordnung nach Anspruch 2 , d a d'u/r ch creksnn- 
zsichnet, class das mindesnens; feine Schait- 
75teuerel«e»t (3r*r5> an/auf/in rfcsn Aufatts (2) eine 
Mikrota3ter ( DrehgeSer, odsr linesrwr Wegener ist. 

3, Anordnunq nach Anspruch 2, d & d :j;r c h gekenn- 
ieichnet, class die scaalt-VS^iereieiaente u, 4, 
5). mittels einer gedrucktgh scharwmg elafczriach ait 
weiteren ftlextriflCbcxi/sieKtronischen if-.uteiler. 
(Mixroproaessorcn) verbunderi sin^., 

10. Anotdnunq nach. Anspmch a f c a ci.^t : h c e k e n n ■ 
s e i c h ta'e n, dass die cirap&ifc 1 : SchalsiU3tar.ee 
anzsicfL. 


. 1 . Attordnung nach Anscruch 2 , d a t £ 


.1 « .< e n r. 


zeichnet, dass die Graph-/?;" si" ^-ise—-" 
cjnseigt. 


12. Anordnung nach Ar.spruch 2 , a a a u' r c .1 5 h •< e n 

z e i c h n e t, dasc dcr Auffa*tr s tt) aus KnnstsLuJf oder 
Metall iat. : ; . 

13. -'Ariordnung nach Anspmch 2 , d a d;i r c h a e 'k a a a - 

e i c h 0 e t, dasa der Aufsatzw.*:- Jurcabruche 18, 9, 
•• lOI.-aufweist. die ala Fenstcr dieno'n. 

14. Ancrdnung nach Anapruch ?,dadsrsh g * k a n ;i - 
>*i e i c h u e t, dass die Fiachen.syieciwm den 

^urchbrtlchen (8, 9, 10) Schali-/S't.euerQla»ente (3, 4, Si 
aufnehir.en. 
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* * *i 

;l New Claims , 

1. Meihod Tor j/wyr w.sftnti ng a sur'fa.ce £1) having a completely or 
.' partially transparent superstructure (2), which *\\ Iftast 

" : one electrical switching/contr&l element (3 r 4, 5) and is 

arranged above a flat display "(»6) ot a commercially 
available display, which i3 divided by software into several 
rtt«fis (7, 8, 9), of which at least one area (7) is arranged 
radially relative to the* ftlflntrti nal .swi tt;hiny/conLrol 
element (3, 4, 5), characterised in that 

the visible areas (7, 8, 3) of the tiat display <&) arc 
created using a commercially available software, 

r. . 

\\ : whfirp.hy 

/ - the individual areas (7/8, 9) dynamically display 

different functional ota.tc3 oi a connected apparatus, 
.1' at the same time. 

2. Arrangement of a completely ©impartially t tan spa riant 
superstructure (2), which has;.at least one electrical 
' \ ; switching/control element (3/ jl, 5) and is arranged above a 

flat display (81 of a commercially available display, which 
,,»;': is divided by software into several areas (7, B, 9), of 

which At l*AAt on* araa (7) is' arranged radially relative to 
; * I the elecLc'it/.rtl sw i t r.h i rig/r.<wbrhl ftlftmsnt (3, 4, 5), 

? . characterized in that 
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tlie visible areas (7, 6,, ';&)', of the flat display (6) are 
created using a commercially available software, 
whereby 

the individual areas (7/-fJ, 9) dynamically display 
dirCe r Ht^i*. f nncti onal states of a connected apparatus/ 
at the same time. 

3. Arrangement according to Claiiti,;2, characterized in that the 
flat display (6) ia an electronic cathode ray tube, 

4. Arrangement according Lo CldirtT'2, cVi^ -.aotfcr i z*rl in rh^l Hi* 
flat display (6) Is an LCD display. 

5. Arrangement according to Clc4m'-2/ characterized in that: the 
flat display (6) is an LCD display. 

6. Arrangement according to Claim* 2 f characterized in LhdL Lhe 
flat display (b) is a plasma ..tube . 

7. Arrangement according to Claim 2, characterized in that the 
superstructure (2) represents. a flat cover. 

B. .Arrangement according to Claims 2, characterized in that at 
- : least one switching/control element (3, 4, 5) on/in the 

superstructure (2) is a micrbsensor, a rotation transducer, 
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3 ..... 

• : * or a linear path transducer. -\ 

9. Arrangement, accurdiny Lu Claim ;2, tniarauLerized in LhaL Lhe 
/. switching/control elements (3r.\4, 5) are electrically 

connected with other electrical/electronic components 
(microprocessors) by means o£-/$ printed circuit. 

1G. Arrangement according to Claim ; 2> characterized in that the 
graphics (11) display switching stales. 

11. Arrangement according to Claim- 2, characterized in that the 
graphics (11) display a television image. 

12. AriduymuenL according Lu Claiiii - ;'2/ uharacLerized in LhaL Lhe 
superstructure (2) is made of plastic or metal, 

r 

13- Arrangement according to Claim '2, characterised in that the 
superstructure (2) has openings' <3, 9, 10) that 3erve a3 
windows. 

t ■ . 

14. Arrangement according to Claim; 2, characterized in that the 
flat areas between the openings (d, y, 10) hold 
switching/control elements (3,\4, 5). 

' 4 . i , 


R;\usei:3\i 111 j LLeiiUui.r\gmall\KluL*, T\ PCT; - new claims 
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